
 
2026 Garden Gnome Grove 

Guidelines, Terms, and Conditions 

Important Dates and Times 

Before registering, please be sure you can commit to both installation and reclamation dates. The 

gnomes rely on you! 

Installation Dates:  

Monday, September 7 – Friday, September 18 

• Entry: 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

• Please be cleaned up and ready to leave by garden close at 5:00 PM 

       Grove Opens: Saturday, September 19, Opening celebration from 10 AM – 2 PM 

       Grove Closes: Sunday, November 8, Closing Celebration & Reclaim Day: 9:30 AM – 

2:00 PM 

       Reclaim Your Gnome Home: Saturday, November 7 – Sunday, November 22 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

   All Gnomesteads must be removed by November 22. Please help us keep the Zilker 

Botanical Garden magical by practicing Leave No Trace.     

____________________________________________________________________ 

🌿 Plot Assignment and Installation Commitment 

Each Gnomesteader is assigned a specific plot after registration (you will receive a 

separate email with your plot number). Please install your gnomestead only in your 

assigned plot. 

    Plots are not first-come, first-served. 

To ensure the grove is full and magical for all visitors: 



       If you are unable to install your gnomestead, please notify us as soon as possible so we 

may offer your plot to another participant on the waitlist. 

       If a gnomestead is not installed by September 18, the plot may be released to a 

gnomesteader on the waitlist. 

Thank you for helping us create a complete and vibrant Garden Gnome Grove! 

 

Building Your Gnomestead 

Gnomesteads should embody coziness, playfulness, magic, mystery or whimsy  

The Gnomes adore: 

  Creative, unique designs using local and found materials 

  Any shape or size up to 4 ft. x 4 ft. 

  Durability to withstand wind, rain, and Texas summer heat 

  Respect for flora & fauna – no harming plants or wildlife 

  A stable base (wood, tree cookies, etc.), well-hidden or blended into the surroundings 

   Avoid: Political or offensive messages/themes, business promotion 

    The Garden Gnomes reserve the right to decline or remove homes that don’t meet 
these guidelines. 

 

Ideal Materials for Building 

  General rule of thumb: if it naturally returns to the earth, it’s ok! 

       Wood & Bark: Driftwood, cedar, redwood, thick bark, sticks, plywood 

           Stone & Rock: Flat stones, pebbles, river rocks, slate, collected rocks 

        Moss & Natural Fibers: Dried moss, coconut husk, twine, vines 

            Clay & Sand-Based Materials: Air-dried clay, cob (mud & straw) 

    Shells & Natural Accents: Seashells, pinecones, acorns, pressed leaves, dry grasses, 

nuts 



    To increase durability: Seal wood and fibers with beeswax, linseed 

oil, or resin. Avoid adhesives that degrade in heat or rain. 

 

Forbidden Materials 

(These upset the Gnomes, and the ecosystem, who may whisk away 

parts of your home!) 

   Plastic, styrofoam or craft foam 

   Astroturf 

  Artificial spiderwebs 

   Glitter, including objects covered in glitter 

   Boa feathers 

   Nylon or polyester fabric  

   Glass or mirrors (Consider polished stones, smooth ceramic, or other wildlife-friendly 

alternatives!) 

   Electric lighting (solar-powered is ok) 

   Sharp edges 

   Live plants (The Gnomes are notoriously bad at housekeeping and forget to water 

them!) 

  Artificial or plastic moss and plants are not allowed, as they can harm the Garden 

environment. 

       Dried flowers, leaves, moss, grasses, and other natural materials are 

wonderful alternatives and loved by the Gnomes. 

 

Installation Details and Etiquette 

(Please refer to installation dates section for dates) 

     Pre-build as much of the home as possible before arriving for your install date 

     Plan at least 1.5 - 2 hours to install 



     Arrive no later than 2:30 PM  

     Allow enough time to install and blend your home into the surroundings 

     If you have a large group, be mindful of visitors on the trail and keep the main trails 

accessible to other Gnomesteaders and carts 

Need to reschedule? Email info@zbgconservancy.org  

 

Housekeeping: Care & Maintenance 

   Gnomesteads may be affected by wind, rain, sun, and mischievous visitors (both 

human and magical). You are encouraged to maintain your home throughout the summer.  

           Homes left unattended and in disrepair may be whisked away 

    Free Garden Entry for Maintenance throughout the summer – email 

info@zbgconservancy.org, or let the gate know you are here to maintain your gnomestead. 

 

Gnomestead Contest 

Architects are invited to participate in a friendly competition! Winners receive a free 

gnomestead plot for next year and a Zilker Botanical Garden membership for one year. 

Voting: September 7 – November 2 

Winners Announced: November 8 at the Closing Celebration 

Categories: 

    Best Use of Natural Materials – For homes that harmoniously blend with nature 

    Coziest Abode – Celebrating creativity, magic, and playfulness 

    People’s Choice Award – Listen to your heart and vote for your favorite! 

 

Closing Celebration & Reclamation 

              Closing Celebration: Sunday, November 8, 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM 
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       This is the primary day to reclaim your gnomestead. 

  Participation highly encouraged! Winners announced! 

Reclamation Window: 

November 8 – November 22 

       Please take everything you brought into the garden back with you 

   Give your gnomestead a new life! Consider transforming it into: 

• A pollinator habitat 

• An insect hotel 

• A magical feature in your own garden (take a pic and tag us on social media!) 

 

  Any gnomesteads not reclaimed by November 22 cannot remain in the Garden.  

Thank you for helping us care for the space by taking everything you bring back home 

with you.    

 

"Gnomes are the guardians of our gardens, reminding us to appreciate the beauty of 

the natural world" – Unknown 

For questions, contact info@zbgconservancy.org 
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